SOCIOLOGY 11-12

Unit 1:   SOCIOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE

Chapters 1 & 2

Unit Objective:

To learn about the study of Sociology, and how Sociologists use research to study human behavior.

Chapter 1:  An Invitation to Sociology (pgs. 6 – 35 )

Section 1: The Sociological Perspective (pgs. 6-13)

Objective:  To learn how Sociologists study group behavior and patterns in social

      relationships.

Key Terms: perspective, sociology, social structure

                          Assignments will focus on:

· Answering the question, “What is Sociology, and why is it important 
       that we study it?”

- The importance of patterns.

             Section 2:  The Origin of Sociology (pgs. 14-22)

                          Objective:  To research the impact of Sociologists on social issues.

                          Key Terms:  positivism, social statics, social dynamics, bourgeoisie, capitalist, 

                                               proletariat, class conflict, verstehen, rationalization

                          Assignments will focus on:

- Famous Sociologists and their impact on the Social Sciences.

             Section 3:  Theoretical Perspectives (pgs. 23-31)

                          Objective:  To be introduced to three major theoretical perspectives in Sociology: 

                                             Functionalism, Conflict Theory, and Symbolic Interactionism.

                          Key Terms:  theoretical perspective, functionalism, manifest functions, latent 

                                               functions, dysfunction, conflict perspective, symbol, symbolic 

                                               interactionism.

                          Assignments will focus on:

- Learning about the different perspectives/views in Sociology and their    

  basic assumptions.

- A brief introduction to symbols.

Chapter 2:  Sociologists Doing Research (pgs. 36-67)

             Section 1:  Research Methods (pgs. 38-49)

                           Objective:  To learn about qualitative and quantitative research, including what 

                                              they both measure, and which type is better in certain situations.

                           Key Terms:  survey, population, sample, representative sample, questionnaire, 

                                              interview, close-ended questions, open-ended questions, secondary 

                                               analysis, field research, case study, participant observation.

                           Assignments will focus on:

- Analyzing different types of research.

- Conducting a survey.

- Reading tables and graphs.

            Section 2:  Causation in Science (pgs. 50-57)

                           Objective:  To understand and analyze cause and effect in social settings, 

                                              understanding that one event leads to another.
                           Key Terms: causation, multiple causation, variable, independent variable, 

                                               dependent variable, intervening variable, correlation, 

                                               spurious correlation.

                          Assignments will focus on:

· The nature of causation.

· Finding examples of events and relationships.

 
Section 3:  Procedures and Ethics in Research (pgs. 58-61)

                          Objective:  To analyze the process and steps involved in conducting research, and 

                                             understanding why it is important to be ethical.



Key Terms:  scientific method, hypothesis, 

                          Assignments will focus on:

· Outlining the steps to research. (notes)

· Debating what is ethical in research. (class discussion)
NOTES:
