SOCIOLOGY
2013-14 SCHOOL YEAR

Ms. Matiash
COURSE GUIDE-2nd TRIMESTER
SOCIOLOGY: (Elective course) 1 trimester/ ½ credit
Sociology is the study of human social behavior.  It focuses largely on group behavior and how society affects a group’s behavior.  Students will be seeking answers to questions about group behavior through observing groups in our community (school, local area, and cultures throughout the world), especially the ones that classmates are a part of.  Current and key events play a large roll in dictating content in this course, and analyzing these events and their effects on society.  Like Psychology, class participation and discussion is extremely important and will be factored in a student’s grade.  Students should be prepared to keep up with current events, research, and complete projects. 
A student’s grade in this course will be made up of participation, journal writings, homework, research, projects, quizzes & tests.  We will incorporate a few movies and readings pertinent to our units of study.  There will also be a community service-related project during this course (exam project).  Units of study will include:
Introduction to Sociology & Perspectives
Culture, World Religions & Social Structures

Social Institutions

Social Inequality

Social Change & Families
GRADING SCALE




        100 – 93%           A
                                                        92.9 – 90             A-
                                                        89.9 – 87             B+

                                                        87.9 – 83             B

 



        82.9 – 80             B-





        79.9 – 77             C+

                                                        77.9 – 73             C

                                                        72.9 – 70             C-

                                                        69.9 – 67             D+

                                                        66.9 – 63             D

                                                        62.9 –60              D-

                                                              


NOTE:
· Grades are NOT rounded up to the nearest whole number, unless there has been clear effort (participation, extra credit) on the part of the student.  No student will be rounded up to an A+; this must be earned through regular assignments.

· Extra Credit is NOT given to ‘save’ a student.  If you fall behind or your grade is lower than you’d like, the best way to bring up your grade is to keep current will all assignments, use your ASH time to study, and see me if you need help.  Extra credit assignments are not given a point value, but will be kept in a folder to be referred to at the end of a marking period.  It is possible to earn a higher grade due to extra credit work.

· Grade updates will be given to students approximately every 2 weeks, once points have been accumulated.  Mid-marking period grades will be sent home to every student, and parents are encouraged to contact me by email or phone for accurate updates.
CLASSROOM RULES
1) Be prepared for class.  This includes:

                  - being on time for class and in your seat when the bell rings/if you aren’t 

                     prepared – it will be a tardy.
                  - school issued textbook

                  - spiral notebook (required for journal entries on a daily basis) (notes)
                  - folder (required) (papers)
                  - writing utensil (blue/black pen, pencil ONLY)

                  - agenda planner (used a lot for keeping track of meetings, due dates)
2) Respect others and their property – use your head.

3) No candy or beverages other than water in a clear container.  Gum is acceptable if taken care of properly.

4) Bathroom or pass use – Only ask to use the bathroom if it is an emergency and it will not be disruptive to the class.  Use your time wisely between classes.  Only 3 passes to leave the room per marking period will be allowed before they become tardies, regardless of the reason.
5) Assignments: (Late assignment policy)

Class assignments are expected to be turned in on time in order to receive full credit.  Teacher will make due times & dates clear for each assignment.
· Daily assignments may be turned in late for up to no more than half credit, within 5 school days of the original due date.  Some items may not be able to be turned in (if corrected in class).  It is better to do an assignment than not at all.

· Major papers (must be typed), unit & research projects, and exam projects ARE NOT ACCEPTED LATE, and will result in a 0 in the grade book.  If a paper is turned in on time but is not typed, half credit will be given as the highest grade possible.

· Projects that do not meet requirements will not be accepted late and therefore will be considered late, which = a 0. 

· Due dates will always be advertised in advance – plan around absences.
6)  Absences: (What to do if you miss a day…)
· If you are absent for ANY reason, it is your responsibility to get work that you missed, and turn in assignments that were due while you were gone.

· If you know you will be absent in advance (school-related absences and pre-excused absences), you are expect to notify the teacher well-in-advance and arrange to work on assignments that you will miss.  

· If a major project or paper is due on a day that you are absent, it is expected that you find a way to get it here.  This eliminates people from taking a day off when something is due in order to get an ‘extra’ day.

There is a maroon 3-ring binder on the teacher desk labeled ‘Assignment Log’ – check this FIRST upon your return.  The day’s lesson, including homework, lecture information, handouts, and assignments collected will be listed.  All handouts will be made available on the table.  See teacher as needed.
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COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECT

Final exam project

(A separate handout will be given in January)

The purpose of this project is to learn more about our local community organizations and the importance of volunteering to work in a setting to help others.  You will be selecting a group, organization, or area to work with – which must be approved by me prior to beginning service and have a parent-signed permission slip on file. Be thinking of what your interests are, and start to take notice of organizations or neighborhoods in our community that would benefit from volunteer work.  
Ultimately, you (and possibly a partner if appropriate) will be putting in approximately 

Approx. 4-6 volunteer hours of your time outside of the school day.  You will be putting together a multimedia presentation (ex. Power Point) about your project, which will include a log of your hours, pictures of your experience, an observation filled out by a supervisor, and how volunteering impacted the organization or community.  Due date will be early March, and will count as half of your final exam grade.

