GOVERNMENT 11
2013-14 SCHOOL YEAR

Ms. Matiash 
COURSE GUIDE




www.google.com/images
Government:  Required class for all sophomores & juniors – required for graduation.
½ credit/1 trimester.  Prerequisite:  U.S. History  A & B
The Michigan Department of Education requires a ½ credit of civics for graduation, and this credit is met through our U.S. Government course at the 10th/11th grade level.  There are six main content expectations that the state requires to be taught:  1) Conceptual foundations of civic and political life, 2) Origins of American Constitutional Government, 3) Structure and function of state and local government, 4) The United States of America and world affairs, 5) Citizenship in the United States of America, and 6) Citizenship in action. The course is aligned with the Common Core Standards.
This course focuses on the study of American government.  It is designed to educate students on the process of the Federal and State levels of government, as well as becoming more acquainted with local government and agencies.  We begin by analyzing the core democratic values as they relate to our nation’s documents and basic principles.  We also look at the theories that governments were founded on, and do a brief comparison activity of major forms of government around the world.  From there, we break into studying different topics relating to government.  Much of our time will be spent on learning principles of American Government, how the branches of government work, and where specific powers lie.  We will also concentrate on becoming more responsible citizens and interact with local government agencies. 

Units of study will include (w/approximate lengths):
Unit 1: Comparative Governments & the Founding of the United States (2 weeks)
Unit 2: Federalism: Powers of the levels of government (1.5 weeks)
Unit 3: The Three Branches of Government: Structure and functions (3-4 weeks)
Unit 4: Civic Responsibility:  Political Parties and Voting (1 week)
Unit 5: Foreign Policy & International Organizations: The U.S. and World Affairs (1 wk)
Unit 6: Civil Rights & the Bill of Rights (2 weeks)
 (cont’d)

*As part of our concentration on civic involvement, there is a civic participation project for this course that requires students to attend two (2) public meetings during the 1st  trimester.  A public meeting for this project must involve a body of officials elected by the community at-large.  These would include MAPS School Board meetings, Montague/Whitehall City Council meetings, or any of the area village or township meetings.  See the back of this handout for project requirements, procedure, and due dates.
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NOTE:
· Grades are NOT rounded up to the nearest whole number, unless there has been clear effort (participation, extra credit) on the part of the student.  No student will be rounded up to an A+; this must be earned through regular assignments.

· Extra Credit is NOT given to ‘save’ a student.  If you fall behind or your grade is lower than you’d like, the best way to bring up your grade is to keep current will all assignments, use your ASH time to study, and see me if you need help.  Extra credit assignments are not given a point value, but will be kept in a folder to be referred to at the end of a marking period.  It is possible to earn a higher grade due to extra credit work.

· Grade updates will be given to students approximately every 2 weeks, once points have been accumulated.  Mid-marking period grades will be sent home to every student, and parents are encouraged to contact me by email or phone for accurate updates.  You may also check pinnacle grade viewer for updates, although you need to remember that it takes longer for papers, tests and projects to be entered.
CLASSROOM RULES
1) Be prepared for class.  This includes:

                  - being on time for class and in your seat when the bell rings/if you aren’t 

                     prepared – it will be a tardy.

                  - school-issued textbook

                  - spiral notebook (required for journal entries on a daily basis) (notes)

                  - folder (required) (papers/handouts)

                  - writing utensil (blue/black pen, pencil ONLY)

                  - calculator (some units will require basic computing)

                  - agenda planner (used a lot for keeping track of meetings, due dates)

2) Respect others and their property – use your head.

3) No candy or beverages other than water in a clear container.  Gum is acceptable if taken care of properly.

4) Bathroom or pass use – Only ask to use the bathroom if it is an emergency and it will not be disruptive to the class.  Use your time wisely between classes.  Only 4 passes to leave the room per marking period will be allowed before they become tardies, regardless of the reason.  Students must sign out and sign back in when leaving the room for any reason!!
5) Assignments: (Late assignment policy)

Class assignments are expected to be turned in on time in order to receive full credit.  Teacher will make due times & dates clear for each assignment.

· Daily assignments may be turned in late for up to no more than half credit, within 5 school days of the original due date.  Some items may not be able to be turned in (if corrected in class).  It is better to do an assignment than not at all.

· Major papers (must be typed), unit & research projects, and exam projects that are turned in late will be deducted 15% for each day late.  If a paper/project is turned in on time but is not typed, half credit will be given as the highest grade possible.

· Projects that do not meet requirements will not be accepted late and therefore will be considered late; see late policy.
· Due dates will always be advertised in advance – plan around absences.

· If you do not cite work (give sources and graphics credit – citations), you will receive a zero on the assignment.  DO NOT FORGET TO CITE!  Refer to school handbook for policy.
6)  Absences: (What to do if you miss a day…)

· If you are absent for ANY reason, it is your responsibility to get work that you missed, and turn in assignments that were due while you were gone.

· If you know you will be absent in advance (school-related absences and pre-excused absences), you are expected to notify the teacher well-in-advance and arrange to work on assignments that you will miss.  

· If a major project or paper is due on a day that you are absent, it is expected that you find a way to get it here.  This eliminates people from taking a day off when something is due in order to get an ‘extra’ day.
There is a teal green/blue 3-ring binder on the teacher desk labeled ‘Assignment Log’ – check this FIRST upon your return.  The day’s lesson, including homework, lecture information, handouts, and assignments collected will be listed.  All handouts will be made available on the table.  See teacher as needed.

CIVIC PARTICIPATION PROJECT

(Public meeting)
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During this trimester, you are required to attend two (2) public meetings of elected officials (elected by the community at-large).  You must attend one meeting in the 1st 6 weeks, and another one the 2nd 6 weeks of the trimester.  Your meetings can include city council and village meetings, township meetings, or school board meetings.  When information on meetings is available, it will be posted in the classroom.  But, ultimately it is your responsibility to find out when a meeting will take place.  A good place to check each week is in the White Lake Beacon in ‘the Log’ section.

Procedures to follow:

1) Select a meeting to attend during the 6-week period.  Plan ahead around sports schedules, work, or other after-school responsibilities.

2) Dress appropriately and be on time or a few minutes early.  Remember that you are representing Montague while you are there.  Your behavior will be noticed.

3) Pick up a copy of the meeting agenda.

4) Take notes (on the agenda is fine) – don’t doodle.

5) Obtain two signatures of board/council members.  Introduce yourself and tell them why you are there.

6) You must be in attendance for 1 – 1 ½ hours.  Some meetings will be shorter than that, and that is fine.  If a meeting is running long, it is ok to quietly leave, but make sure you have gotten your signatures ahead of time.  You cannot interrupt a meeting.

7) After you have attended a meeting, let me know.  Provide a brief and informal presentation of the meeting.  Turn in agenda, with notes and signatures.  Make sure your name and class hour is on all papers you are turning in.

· Points:  Each meeting is worth 75 points, if all requirements are met.  Points for this assignment will be entered as soon as you attend a meeting.

· You may attend up to 1 extra meeting during the trimester.  This will be worth 1% extra credit on your final trimester mp grade.

Due Dates:

1st 6 weeks: Friday, _____________
2nd 6 weeks: Thursday, _____________
